CHAPTER XI
PITT died on the 23rd January 1806. Spencer Perceval
had told his brother-in-law that the end was very
near and the Chancellor was under no illusion as to his
own fate in that event. Before the news reached Dublin,
he remarked in a letter to Lord Hardwicke:" In the present
situation of affairs, it seems to me not improbable that I
shall have to follow your Excellency to England as I do
not imagine either Mr. Fox or Lord Grenville will be
disposed to suffer me to remain in office."
The Ministry of all the Talents was formed, with Lord
Grenville as First Lord of the Treasury and Charles Fox
as Foreign Secretary. Lord Sidmouth, as Privy Seal,
represented the Tories: Lord Spencer became Home
Secretary, Lord Erskine succeeded Lord Eldon and Lord
Ellenborough was Lord Chief Justice. Six days after
Pitt's death Lord Colchester noted in his diary:
"It is intended to recall Lord Redesdale".
Wild rumours were afloat in Ireland regarding the change
of officials and names were freely mentioned. The Irish
Executive had been informed that the Duke of Bedford
was to be Viceroy. It was expected that the new Govern-
ment would at once reverse the policy of their predecessors
and conciliate the Roman Catholics by granting their
claims and that the chief opponents to these measures
would be recalled* Lord Redesdale, still in ignorance that
his fate had been decided, wrote to Lord Hardwicke:
"We shall soon meet in England and I hope that the
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